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Colleagues will remember previous bulletins which have outlined what the NHS Pensions Choice Exercise will entail and the planned programme for delivery in England and Wales.
Pensions Choice has been live for some months covering retiring members, members undergoing a TUPE transfer and members employed at two Trusts who have been used as a sample.  The intention has been to roll out the main part of the exercise from January 2010, starting with members aged 50 and over and dealing with each Strategic Health Authority (SHA) in turn, starting with the South Western SHA and moving up through England to the North East SHA, and lastly, Wales.

We have been advised that implementation plans have been reviewed and NHS Pensions Division intend to revise the original timetable.  This will affect members who may have expected Choice information between January and March 2010 (i.e. members in the South West, South Central and South East Coast SHAs and who were over age 50 as at 1 October 2009).  The revised plan will see most of these members receive their Pensions Choice information from April 2010 rather than from January 2010.
The impact of this delay will hopefully be minimised on later SHAs with the intention to catch up with the original timetable.  At the very latest, the Pensions Choice Exercise must be completed by March 2012.

GMB has planned briefing sessions for representatives, officers and activists who will be faced with the Choice Exercise.  The first of these was offered to GMB Southern, South Western, Birmingham and London Regions to cover members in the three southernmost SHAs who will receive Choice first.  This was delivered earlier in December.  We intend to offer similar sessions in Regions covered by the other SHAs, timed to pre-empt the delivery of Choice in those areas.

We will write again to confirm the revised Pensions Choice delivery arrangements and to provide further information in our briefing sessions early in 2010.
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